
VIRGINIA
PROJECT
  To END Childhood HUNGER

PURPOSE/OVERVIEW
The Commonwealth of Virginia seeks 
to demonstrate that childhood hunger 
among school-aged children can be 
eliminated by ensuring that children have 
access to healthy meals where they live, 
learn, and play 365 days a year. Student 
achievement and behavior improves 
when students are well nourished and 
ready to learn.  The Virginia Department 
of Education (VDOE) and its partners 
in school divisions, state agencies and 
community organizations are striving 
to develop innovative models to end 
childhood hunger in Virginia. 

GOALS
1)  To end childhood hunger in 

participating areas by 2018.

2)  To nourish a student’s mind 
and body so they can excel 
and have improved 
school performance.

3)  To be the nation’s 
leader in ending 
childhood 
hunger through 
partnerships, 
collaboration 
and innovative 
service delivery.

HOW IT WILL WORK
The Virginia 365 Project to End Childhood 
Hunger will consist of the following 
components:

3 Meals a day provided to 
 students, including the supper
 meal at the school site

6 Objectives:
•	 To provide three meals a day to 

children at school during the week.
•	 To provide food for weekends/

school breaks via a backpack 
program.

•	 To provide an enhanced summer 
benefit to eligible families.

•	 To teach parents/guardians how to 
shop for and cook healthy food on 
a limited budget.

•	 To conduct an evaluation of the 
project through a partnership with 
Mathematica Policy Research.

•	 To market and promote the efforts 
of the project.

5 Healthy components:
 Fruits; Vegetables; Grains; Meats/Meat 
 Alternates; and Milk

PARTNERS
First Lady of Virginia Dorothy McAuliffe
Feeding America Southwest Virginia
FeedMore 
Share Our Strength
Southeast United Dairy Industry Association
Virginia Department of Education
Virginia Department of Health
Virginia Department of Social Services
Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth
Virginia Tech - Cooperative Extension

School Year 2015-16:
•  Planning period
•  Partner meetings

Summer 2016:
•  Enhanced summer bene
t 
   for eligible families

School Years 2016-17 and 2017-18:
•  Breakfast, Lunch, End-of-Day Meals
•  Backpack Program (Backpacks for year 
    two will be provided based on available    
    funding.)
•  Nutrition Education 

Project Period
2017-18:
•  Evaluation

The Virginia 365 Project 
To End Childhood 
Hunger is funded by 
a U.S. Department of 
Agriculture grant.

For more information 
about School Nutri-
tion 
in Virginia please visit 
www.doe.virginia.gov/
support/nutrition.
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, 
and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race,   color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should 
contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.   Individuals who are 
deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.   Additionally, program information may be made 
available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_
cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 
call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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